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- ‘ance of some of the illustrious literary men, 
MEDICAL PROGRESS. ‘of whom Boston, and, indeed, our eon 
The American Medical Congress.—The : country, are justly proud. Invitations were 
merican Medical Association assembled } extended to the Association to visit the hos- 
» Boston on the first of May. Four hun- } pitals, colleges, schools, and various literary 
‘edand fifty-two delegates were present, } and scientific institutions, and public build- 
representing twenty-two States, being a ings and places of interest. Nothing, in 
cure numerous assemblage and a more? short, was omitted which the warmest and 
eviensive representation than on any pre-? most generous hospitality could dictate as 
vious occasion. ‘The session was also the ; likely to conduce to the convenience, plea- 
ungest, having been continued for four days. } sure, or instruction of the Association ; while 
Tie legislature of Massachusetts having } all the arrangements of the committee, upon 
protracted their session until Wednesday, whom that duty devolved, were made with a 
‘ontrary to expectation, the Association met ? taste, judgment, and liberality which could 
curing the first two days in the capacious } not be surpassed. Our brethren of Boston 
‘cture-room of the Lowell Institute ; after- ; have fully maintained the high reputation ot 
wards they were acgommodated in the § their city for hospitality, and those who were 
sylendid and convenient chamber of the } fortunate enough to have been present at the 
{louse of Representatives of the Common- meeting of the Association will ever bear in 
wealth, which had been appropriated to their } remembrance the numerous and refined at- 
-¢, by the politeness and liberality of the tentions they received, and which have tend- 
egisiature. On Wednesday evening, a‘ ed to strengthen and render closer many old 
magnificent collation was given at the friendships, and create numerous new ones. 
severe House, by the physicians of Massa-; A full account of the proceedings of the 
“setts, and during the other evenings the ‘ Association will found in the supplement to 
Priicipal physicians of Boston, entertained this Number. 
“ie members at their own houses. A splen- ‘ 7 
d entertainment was also given by a gen- $ American Medical Association, and the ez- 
“«man well known as the public-spirited tension of the Courses of Medical Instruc- 
‘under of the scientific school of Harvard : tion.—We observe in a notice of the pro- 
Cniversity, and asa liberal patron of science ; ceedings of the late meeting of the American 
‘ad the arts, at whose house the members ; Medical Association at Boston, in the Bos- 








iad - opportunity of forming the acquaint- ; ton Med. and Surg. Journ., May 16th, a 
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statement under the signature of W. C.,| thrice endorsed the opinions, which th week 
which is calculated to give a very erroneous | committee appointed under Dr. Wood's r:. a sin; 
impression as to the position of the Associa- ; solution are directed to uphold jin th.. chole 
tion in relation to the prolongation of the statement. The Association proclaime; but a 
courses of medical instruction. The wiser i en of $6 the courses »: and f 
states, ‘‘In the course of the discussion, al- } medical instruction at the meeting in Phj\s. May, 
lusion was made to a paper communicated § delphia, reaffirmed it in Baltimore, and agai: 1 bi 
by Prof. John Ware, of Harvard University, endorsed it in Boston. The paper com. ‘arr! 
to the committee on education, agreeably } municated by Prof. Ware was an elaborate ssuall 
to a request made by the committee to the / defence of the limitation of the courses «: for th 
medical faculty of that University, on the | medical instruction, still persevered in by 
subject of extending nye = se wat > ou to _ — Lo 
which contained the opinions of the faculty ; mendations of the Association. Under the Agree 
on that point, which paper had been ordered ‘impression that it might be discourteous t0 eens 
to be appended to = el - “ean — = publish a a laid before met & 
Dr. Wood, of Philadelphia, called up a re- ;}them from so respectable a source as 1} on the 
solution which he had before offered on the | faculty of sin ee the Associa. 0) pos 
subject of Dr. Ware’s paper. It was as’ tion made the usual disposition of the paper, Mond 
ales — oad ‘referring it to the committee on mre 
‘© * Whereas a document prepared by the but at the same time fearing, that by thus Uni 
Medical Faculty of Harvard University, ; allowing it a place in their transactions : M.D. 
and appended to the report of the commit- } might be mistaken by the public as a repre. cal Me 
tee on medical education, contains an elabor- ; sentation of the views of the Association exten 
ate defence of the limitation of the courses | they appointed a committee to prepare his va 
of medical instruction in the schools to four ‘statement in support of the opinions thric: ture, & 
months; and whereas this document has! proclaimed by them in favour of an extension neen | 
been referred, along with the report of the ‘ of the lecture term to six months, and to be Pract 
committee on medical education, to the pub- | printed in the transactions with Dr. Ware's Louis 
lishing committee, and, if it be not mistaken ; paper, so as to counteract the effect of this Pro} 
by the public as a representation of the views {latter document. This is the true view 0! chair 
of this Association, may at least have the ; the matter. by Pre 
effect of contravening those views, unless ° _— 
they are properly supported, therefore MEDICAL NEWS. Me 
‘** Resolved, That a committee be ap- ’ _— Louis 
pointed to prepare, at leisure, a statement; DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. electec 
of the facts and arguments which may be} Cholera.—This disease still prevails ‘0 in this 
adduced in favour of the prolongation of the ;some extent along the Mississippi and :'3 Harris 
courses to six months, and that the state- ; tributaries, but at the latest dates it seemed 
ment thus prepared be printed in the forth- to be onthe decline. At St. Louis, onthe Fi 
coming volume of the Transactions of the 25th of May, four cemetries reported 20 it: Epi 
Association.’ ; terments from cholera for the previous day. —Ace 
‘* After a brief discussion, the resolu- ’ and eight others made no report. At Ci0- numbe 
tion was adopted, and Drs. Wood, Jackson, : cinnatti, on the 25th of May, the board « epiden 
and Atlee, all of Pennsylvania, were ap- ; health reported 14 new cases of cholera a0! manife 
pointed as the committee. / 2 deaths, and on the 26th, 7 new cases a! tiet 9 
‘It has been thought that this resolution, ’ 4 deaths for the preceding twenty-four hou's le 80. 
as it is to appear in the Transactions of the! The only Atlantic cities in which the ch cin d’ 
Association, will bear upon it the endorse-; lera exists, at the present moment, is Ne* lis fi 
ment of this Association. It is obvious that , York and Brooklyn, but the others ¢2* ence o 
it will do this no more than will Dr. Ware's’ scarcely expect to be entirely exempt fro lorearr 
paper, which we have seen has been ap-’ its visitation during the summer. In Ne hours t 
pended to the report on education. They) York, the Board of Health reported oni Mi % acri 
simply state the opinions of members of: 29th of May 8 new cases and 4 deaths. In CTOSCoy 
medical faculties in Pennsylvania and Mas-’ Brooklyn, 3 deaths have occurred from every f 
sachusetts, and for which the Association is; cholera during the three days preceding Tn thre 
in no sense responsible.’’ ; the 29th of May. Philadelphia continu’ swolle 
This is not the correct view of the sub-: healthy, and for the season bowel © patient 


ject. The Association have endorsed,’ plaints are fewer than usual. For % 
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week ending on the 19th of May, not i violent fever sets in, and this is speedily fol- 
, angle case Was reported . death from } lowed by death. Putrefaction takes place 
cholera t , diarrhea, or dysentery, iF ; 
ch ae zr arts jin a few hours, so that it becomes absolutely 
bat & single l m ; {necessary to bury the body as soon as possi- 
vod for the week ending on the 26th of} ble. In twovillages, containing each about 
May, there were only 1 death from cholera { 500 inhabitants, no fewer than 122 persons 
— I — pecs noun 2 from | of both scxes, and at all ages, perished from 
‘iarrheea, and 1 from ¢ysentery ; @ very un- this disease within three days after it had 
,sually small mortality from these diseases ‘ broken out. 
for this period of the ine : bea cause of set appearance of the 
iy — epidemic is not understood. It is said tl 
State Medical Conv om | o gientlon di = 
sien ; pein winch {a similar disease has appeared in Poland. 
Agreeably (0 fF ’ ot the ; We apprehend that there is much exaggera- 
sensed physicians of the State of Louisiana, ‘tion in the description given by our French 
met at the Medical College in New Orleans ‘ contemporary.—Me crane 
on the 20th of March, when it was resolved } — sarthgees Aipen, 2009. 
r atthe until the first; Miraculous Blood- spots on Human Food. 
Monday ee, ‘—Under the influence of certain circum- 
rae ie ; stances, of which it is difficult if not impos- 
University of Louisville—E. BaRTLETT, ‘ sible, now to f taal 4 
: : ry , orm any precise idea, there 
\.D., the distinguished Professor of Practi- § has a 
wien : , ppeared upon bread, and food of other 
cal Medicine in the Transylvania Universit | ‘vid T 
extensively and most favourably known 4 ono - aa jae — 
his valuable contributions to medical litera- } of Tyre ye a eu hence eg 
ture, and also as an eloquent lecturer, has ee = - 
ven appointed to the chair of Theory and bread. At : ees pecan od 
Practice of Medicine in the University of 1510 oi i ° oe ere ato 
Lesinailiie : — — se seen upon the conse- 
’ crated wafers, and thirty-eight unfortunate 
Prof. Yandell has been tr ' 
chair of Institutes of ues “ r wr ae nr pon ace om 
wy Prof, Caldwell ately held | sorceries, this phenomenon, and suffered 
— ; death by burning for their supposed sacri- 
= lege. In 1819, similar kinds of red spot 
Med ’ ; , ’ . . pots 
- pve: oo . Ui eee of | appeared amongst the inhabitants of Padua 
clected Prof. of Physiolog h worth = its environs. At the commencement of 
a dinasunh, tothe dines ates - the month of August in that year, a farmer 
parti rof. {of Segnaro, named Pittarello, was frighten- 
ed by seeing drops of blood sprinkled upon 
pore nn his porridge, made of the maize which grew 
FORE i. . wilt 6 
Epi vnc vukine “Hae in the neighbourhood of his village. His 
coa. tte. j 
—According to a report published in the I ne ot — xno 
mene ab thie: Meneien Ska e last { many days following, he saw the same red 
ee azette lédicale, a new ‘spots appear on all his food—new bread, 
pidemic of a most formidable kind has } rj; 
manifested itself in th as ; rice, veal, fish, and boiled and roast fowls. 
niet of Guipuscoa, i pearangaees ye dis- The cure was appealed to, that he might 
le 60 rapidly that tnd a It destroys exercise his sacred functions to expel the 
clin d'eil) has been ame Clignotte (from {evil spirit which produced these alarming 
Its 6 en given to it. appearances; but prayers were ineffectual, 
$ first attack is indicated by the ; 
ence of greenish yell y the appear- and the neighbours of the unfortunate Pitta- 
Sima teniie : se in the ham, } rello supposed that he was under a celestial 
“ ape of the neck. In a few‘ malediction. Incited by curiosity, a large 
's these tumours ulcerat ddi 
an scrid matter. conta; Prare, al discharge number of persons went to Segnaro, and a 
croseopic ree near myriads of mi- Commission was eventually named, to in- 
(r0ty geet et ther ahi is matter irritates ; vestigate the nature and causes of this phe- 
vtleieiap-aee : in over which it flows.$nomenon. M. Sette was appointed to this 
‘wollen like a settee on body becomes }task. On examining under the microscope 
er; the sufferings of the 3 these miraculous red spots, he discovered 
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: eof the most severe description ; { that they were formed by myriads of small 
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bodies, which appeared to be microscopic } tality is likewise augmenting: within th, 
fungi, and to which he gave the name of; last three days, 93 patients died in the ciy, 
zaogalactina imetropha. He succeeded in hospitals, whereas so few as 37 had late), 
propagating these minute organic produc- ; been reported for two days. The cases 
tions, and in a memoir published at Venice ’ admitted are almost all of a very grave na. 
in 1824, he gives a detailed history of them.’ ture. L’ Union Médicale mentions, tha: 
During the year 1848, the same phenomenon ; for a long time patients had not been receive; 
appeared at Berlin, and fixed the attention } with such desperate symptoms. The num. 
of M. Ehrenberg. ‘This celebrated micro- ¢ ber of cases up to the 30th of April is fy; 
grapher has closely studied these red spots, ; the hospitals 2936, deaths 1648, discharged 
and he believes them to be, not as M. Sette{ cured 407. In private life, the number o; 
supposes, microscopic fungi, but animalcule deaths which happened on the 25th of Apri 
of inferior degree, a monade to which he; was 29, on the 26th, 19. Total from the 
has given the name of monasprodigiosa, on} beginning, 695 deaths. As to the country, 
account of their extreme smallness. These? we subjoin a few figures published by 
little beings appear as corpuscles, almost) ZL’ Union Médicale. The cholera appeared 
round, of one-three thousandth to one-eight epidemically in France on the 20th of Oc. 
thousandth of a line in length; transparent, tober, 1848. From that time, the disease 
when separately examined, but in a mass} had broken out in sixteen departments, 
of the colour of blood. M. Ehrenberg» wherein it attacked 155 communes (or par- 
calculates, that in the space of a cubic inch, rishes) out of the 10,000 composing these 
there are from 46,656,000,000,000 to 884,-; departments. The disease still rages ip 
736 000,000,000 of these monades. ; twenty-three parishes, but not to a very 
— ‘great extent. Exclusive of the department 
Phlebotomy in Ancient Times.—In the} of the Seine, we find that these fifteen de. 
early ages sume of the Abbeys had a bleed- ) partments possess 8,000,000 inhabitants 
ing house called Phlebotomaria, in which; among whom there have been but 4874 
they had four general quarterly bleedings; ; cases and 1779 deaths. The department o! 
and in the order of St. Victor, the brethren ; the Seine yields the following :—Paris hos- 
had five bleedings per annum. Half a cen- pitals, 2189 cases, 1311 deaths. Private 
tury ago, bleeding was generally in fashion; houses, 676 deaths. Environs of Paris, 
spring and fall; and surgeons were then} 130 cases, 103 deaths. Army in Paris and 
never seen without a box of lancets and a} neighbourhood, 497 cases, and 153 deaths. 
red fillet. A fashionable phlebotomizing! Army in the departments, 105 cases, 4: 
surgeon has been known to receive abovea; deaths. Total for France, (including Paris, 
thousand guineas a year for this operation; 7471 cases, and 4067 deaths. ——May 4th, 
alone. ; 1849.—The disease is still on the increase 
_ , in the French capital, and the augmentation, 
Poisonous Properties of the Tubercle of : during the last two days, has been more 
the Dahlia.—Some persons having recom- ; abrupt than was ever known before. The 
mended the root of the dahlia as an article’ number of cases from the breaking out 0! 
of food, Monsieur Henri Delpierre deter- ; the epidemic to the above date, is 3291; 
mined to try its effects upon himself. He} deaths 1768.—Lancet, May 1849. 


nearly fell a victim to his temerity, and de- ? — 
scribes the poisoning as resembling that of} To Reapers anp CoRRESPONDENTS. 
acrid narcotics, ? Believing that the profession will be 


; . > pleased to receive an early and full account 
Progress of Cholera in Paris.—The of the Proceedings of the American Medi: 


accounts received down to the 30th of? cal Association at their recent meeting in 


April state, that the epidemic is spreading ; Boston, and desirous of gratifying the! 
its ravages with renewed force, and the : wishes, the publishers of the Medical New: 


three preceding days—viz., April 27th, } and Library, have been induced, in order 0 


28th, 29th, have been marked with an in- ’ accomplish this, to publish a supplementary 


crease of cases, which painfully contrasts Number for this month. It should be n° 
with the previous diminution. The daily} ticed that the Number contains eight page 
increase had risen from about 50 to 80, in} of West's lectures: and these should be pre 
both civil and military hospitals. The mor- § served, to render oe lectures complete. 
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